
Key Words sheet for ‘Why are we here?’ Unit – Year 8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word I have not 
heard of this 
word 

I have heard of it 
but do not know 
the meaning 

I have heard of it and I think the meaning is this 

Purpose    The reason for which something is done or created. 

Stewardship    The job of supervising or taking care of something, religious 
people see it as looking after the environment. 

Green 
Pilgrimage 
sites 

  Green pilgrimage sites are pilgrimages sites (sites of religious 
importance) that try to make sure that they are looking after 
the environment 

Humanism    Humanism is an outlook which gives importance to human 
beings rather than supernatural beings. 

Existentialism    The philosophical theory that emphasises that we are free to 
make our own choices as individuals but must take 
responsibility for ourselves and our actions. 

Absurdism    That life makes no sense and that we must live with this 
understanding of life.  

Feminist 
existentialism  

  The idea that women should rid themselves of the role that 
history has placed upon them and be free to choose their 
purpose as men are 

Free will   The idea that we are able to make our own choices in life.  

Determinism    The idea that all events including human action are 
determined by causes outside of our control. That it is 
impossible that any other decision or action could have been 
made.  

Pre-
destination 

  The idea that it has already been decided who will be saved 
on judgement day before we have even lived our lives. That 
God knows all the decisions that we are going to make before 
we do. 

 

Lesson 1: 
 What do 
creation 

narratives 
reveal about 
our purpose?  

Lesson 2:  
Should we 
create our 

own meaning 
in life? 

Lesson 3: 
What role has 
existentialism 

played in 
explaining 

why we are 
here?  

Lesson 4: 
What role has 
existentialist 

feminism 
played in 

evaluating 
the role of 

Lesson 5: 
Free will Vs 

determinism: 
do we make 

our own 
choices in 

life?  


